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Issue 202 October – November 2022 
 

You will find a great many mentions to autumn and a time of mellow 
fruitfulness in this issue.  Maybe it is because we had such a hot dry 
summer, we welcome the rain and cooler weather for a change.  
 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the magazine this month 
and just a reminder if you do send something I will always acknowledge 
it so if you don’t hear from me it never arrived or, maybe, went into junk 
mail which I don’t check as often as I should.  There is a telephone 
number below that you can ring if you haven’t had a reply email from me. 
Meanwhile I am increasingly receiving emails from people outside the 
village who wish to put articles in the magazine.  Although these will often 
only be of interest to a few people I have included some towards the end 
of the magazine.  I would really like to know Villagers views on this. 
 

Sylvia Stokes -    01934 834461   ksmagazine@outlook.com 
 

Magazine Copy date Sunday 20th November 
 

Flower Guild. 
 

As many of you already know, on 6th November it is All Saints 750th 
Anniversary and we will be decorating The Church on 2nd and 3rd 
November during the days and evenings.  This will give as many people 
who wish to, the opportunity to contribute. 
  
On Friday 2nd December we will once again be doing a Wreath 
Workshop. The cost will be £20 (a bargain!) including all materials and 
seasonal refreshments. Please book your place along with your payment 
with any of the committee members. 
  
We will be decorating The Church for Christmas on 14th and 15th 
December during the daytime and evenings. Once again we hope this 
will give anybody the opportunity to participate who is interested in joining 
us. 
  
We will be making Christmas table decorations again this year and order 
forms will be available nearer the time in The Village Hall and Church 
Porch. 

mailto:ksmagazine@outlook.com
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Please do come along to any of the above if you are at all Interested and 
you will receive a warm welcome. 

 
For information the committee members are: Sue Hyde, Cheryl Sewell, 
Trudy Harris, Becky Thomas, Sue Thomas, Jenny Campbell, Judy 
Seward, Ange Moore, Fran Evans and Imogen Rogers.                                                                                 
-                                                                                    Sue Hyde 

 

 

Five barn owls chicks hatched in an 

owl box at Wemberham, Kingston Seymour 
in June and were ringed by Chris Sperring  
 
A total of 18 including these five are known 
to have hatched in the YACWAG area this 
year.  
 
This photograph was sent to the magazine 
by Frankie Griffin.  

 
 

The Friends of All Saints 
 

Summer is now just a memory and Autumn is upon us. We had one 
event during the Summer Period, which was the BBQ in the Church 
grounds, and was well attended by Villagers, Family and Friends. This 
was after a couple of years absence due to COVID, the BBQ raised a 
total of £478:00, and we would like to thank all who came along.  

 

We have an autumn event planned on the 19th of November, so please 
put the date on your calendar, it will be themed around the 750 years of 
Vicars in the village, more details will be available soon. 
 

We have also been asked to support the work to the Church for the Bell 
Tower repointing and the Porch Roof repairs, amongst other things. For 
this purpose we have set aside £13,000:00 in our accounts, So 
hopefully that work can commence soon. 
 

We look forwards to a fruitful end of this year              Pete Harris 
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Kingston Seymour Village Church Notes 
 

Like all other communities, we were all deeply saddened to hear the 
announcement of the death of her Majesty the Queen. Quite a number of 
people came to sign the Book of Condolence and about 20 gathered for 
the vigil and minute's silence the night before the funeral day. A huge 
thank you to Robert and Ian for tolling the muffled bell both on the Friday 
and again for a whole hour leading up to the funeral service. It was a 
haunting sound. And thank you to everyone involved in helping the village 
mark this momentous event in such a fitting and honourable way. 
 

We had a wonderful Pet Service at the beginning of September - 2 
Shetland ponies, 4 dogs and 1 hen all in the church building together - 
yes, ponies in the church - and there wasn't a sound from any of them or 
any clearing up to be done - apart from lots of hay! It was great fun - a 
super morning.  
 
Becky has been working on some ideas to re-organise and brighten the 
Children's Corner area with new things for our littlest people, and the 
adults with them, to engage with. 
 

Thank you to the Friends for a very successful BBQ in the churchyard 
after the Village Show in August. It was so lovely to sit and chat over hot 
dogs and beer on a beautiful summer's evening and see the children 
having such a great time playing together. Thank you also, to everyone 
who has given their time over the summer months, helping with all the 
Cream Teas afternoons. They couldn't happen without your wonderful 
generosity. I'm working on a 'thank you' for the end of the season and will 
be in touch. 
 

We're really looking forward to November 5th/6th November, our Patronal 
weekend, when we celebrate our 750th birthday since the first recorded 
priest was appointed to All Saints. All the information is on the flyer and 
invitation (see page 5). 
 

So many of our village friends are struggling with difficulties of all kinds at 
the moment. Please be assured that you are being thought of with love 
and with our prayers. And please, do make contact if a listening ear or 
any practical help can be offered. 
 

Sue Thomas 
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A Village Celebration 
 

Our village church has reached its 750th 
Anniversary 
 
All are invited to be part of the celebration 
weekend on: 
 

Saturday 5th and Sunday 6th November. 
 

Saturday 
Church Open 10am - 5pm 

Floral displays 
Time line exhibition covering 

750 years of our Village and Church 
All day Coffee and Cake 

 

Sunday 
11am Celebration Service 

1pm Village Lunch in the Hall 
 

Venison or Chicken Casseroles 
plus vegetarian and children's option 

 
You do not have to go to the Service to go to the Lunch! No tickets 
needed, but donations on the day to help cover the cost would be 
welcomed. 
 
To give an idea for catering, please let Sue Lang, Judy Seward , Jackie 
Harris or Sue Thomas know if you plan to be there, or text 07763674395 
by 30th October 
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Kingston Seymour Village Show  
 

Wow! A tremendous entry this year from all of the village, and it was great 
to see such a strong number of entries in the Children’s classes.  After a 
such a dry summer in the garden we amazingly still had a total of 56 
exhibitors, with 323 entries forward for the judges to deliberate over.   Not 
an easy task! 

 

A big thank you to Tina and Maisie Neath for serving all the teas and 
yummy cakes and to the show committee for all their work organising this 
wonderful village event. The Cup Winners were as follows; 
 

The Philip & Jude Simmons Cup- Best Overall Photograph - Pete Harris  
 

Paul & Alice Cox Cup for Best Overall Cookery - Helen Harris 
 

John Vanderplank Cup - Winner of the Men’s Cookery - Alan Saunders 
and Ian Morgan 
 

David and Sarah Harris Cup - Winner of any other craft - Mike Hedger 
 

David Hamilton Poetry Cup - Jane Lumkin 
 
Gill Harris Memorial Cup - Best Flower Arrangement - Anita Simmons 
 

Rodney & Angela Veal Cup for most points in the Fruit & Vegetable 
Section - John Harris 
 

Ken & Freda Stuckey Cup for most points in the adults sections - John 
Harris 
 

Children’s Cups 
 

Girls Points cup - Alicia Sewell 
 

Boys Points cup - Fred Goss 
 

Village Show 1st Prize Writing Winners 
 

Limerick by Leonie Allday 
 

While cake is both naughty and nice 
It tends to be gone in a trice 
But sipping a gin 
Is no more of a sin 
And gives you more buzz for the price! 
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100 Word Short Story by John Harris 
 

None so lowly 
 

As the River Shire slowly carried its islands of water hyacinth southwards 
towards the mighty Zambesi, my father-in-law, showing his pale knees 
fresh out of England, stood proudly alongside the khaki-uniformed, rifle 
toting Malawian ranger, as they rested in the midday heat and humidity 
of the Liwonde National Park. 
 
The fading photograph is a reminder of a lifetime ago. Through ignorance, 
my wife’s father had been an unashamed racist, Enoch Powell to the 
core. But that visit transformed him. Alongside the steaming pile of 
elephant dung and its implications, he trusted that young man implicitly. 
 
Winning poem by Jane Lumkin 
 

Majesty 

 

Her crown points heavenward, limbs stretching up and outwards, 
Twiggy fingers tipped with curly leaves like soft sage-green gloves. 
She dips her head in the wind, acknowledging her subjects, 
Her grey-black oaken garb, embroidered with filigree moss and 
sparkling dew. 
 

This mighty queen, benign yet strong, sturdy roots tunnelling 
Under the nourishing earth, providing shelter for myriad creatures; 
Thousands of insects pass over and through her skirts. 
And look to her for protection for their young. 
 
She shrugs off bitter cold and shattering drought, 
Flood and storms do not diminish her but make her stronger. 
She stands and juts her wooden chin stubbornly, silently watching  
As human damage mounts with careless disregard. 
 
The sights she’s seen, the sorrows she has suffered, 
She silently absorbs the poison in the air, and gasping 
Neutralises what she can, so humankind can breathe fresh air. 
What love, what true kindness, what true majesty 
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A letter from our Vicar 
 

September became an historic month as we said farewell to Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II. Special services for the time of mourning, a 
proclamation at the monument, the signing of the book of condolence all 
culminating with the sharing in the nation’s minutes silence in church on 
the Sunday evening before the funeral. We now enter a new chapter as 
a nation with a new Prime minister and maybe some uncertainties about 
what the future holds. But it is at times like this that we can be grateful for 
our community as we pull together to love and support each other into 
that future.  
 

Opportunities to come together are important and we have those at 
church to which everyone is invited. The first big events are on Sunday 
October 2nd 11am with our all-age Harvest Service followed by a 
Harvest Cream Tea 2.30pm (the last of the season). On October 8th 
10-1pm we hope we can go ahead with a churchyard working party. This 
has had to be postponed three times so we really are desperate for help 
and all hands on deck to get it ready for the winter! There will be another 
in November to make up for lost time and get the final jobs done. We 
would be SO grateful for your help if you are around and huge thanks to 
those who have already quietly started work! 

 

Saturday October 29th 10-1pm at Holy Trinity Cleeve the PCC meet with 
representation from the Deanery to air thoughts on how the Parish and 
Ministry Team see themselves moving into the future with a new Rector. 
Please talk to the PCC members if you have any views you would like 
them to share. The weekend of NOVEMBER 5TH and 6th   we shall be 
celebrating 750 years of recorded ministry in this parish with a beautifully 
decorated church which will be open for refreshments both days for 
people to view the amazing flower arrangements. There will be a 
celebration service at 11am on the Sunday followed by a celebration 
lunch for the village at the Village Hall. You don’t need to have come to 
the service to join in with the celebration lunch! For Remembrance 
Sunday on November 13th 3pm we will hold our usual Act of 
Remembrance at the memorial followed by a service in church. 

 

St John’s Church, Kenn would like to invite you to a concert there on 
Saturday 12th November at 7.30pm: 
“An Evening Recital at St John’s with Rachael Cooper (soprano) and 
Sue Parker (piano)” 
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We do hope you can join us. Tickets will be £10 each to include a drink 
and nibbles during the interval. St John’s are raising money to improve 
the entrance to the church so that it is much safer, especially for those 
who are a little unsteady on their feet.  Tickets will be on sale soon.  

 

I am thoroughly enjoying my Tuesday morning because as well as 
serving coffee once a month (and eating cake!) I am now also leading 
toddler group singing for 15 minutes in the hall and I am hoping to 
somehow get both groups together for Christmas coffee and singing (and 
eating cake)! 

 

In all this busyness church is still a place of peace and tranquillity which 
is available every day to sit, ponder and pray. A space to ‘be’ and absorb 
the silence. There are new prayer cards available which you may find 
helpful or for many just sitting in quiet contemplation revives and 
refreshes.  

Best wishes as we move into the season of mellow fruitfulness! 
 

Fran Binding 
 

         Church Yard Tidy 
 

During the summer we have had 3 days of tidying the 
churchyard postponed, twice due to excessive heat and the last 
postponement as a mark of our respect following the death of our beloved 
Queen.  
 

Now this is your opportunity to devote a few hours to tidying the 
churchyard which is looking very sad and neglected. Being right at the 
centre of our lovely village we need to see the church in all its glory! 

 

Help has already arrived however with the dead holly tree being felled by 
Sam Harris giving freely of his service. (He has also generously left the 
logs for anyone who is interested to help themselves. Thank you Sam.) 
Fortunately for us Anthony Harris has rescued us by cutting 2 hedges and 
for that we thank him and are truly grateful.   
 

Your help would be really appreciated (with a hedge cutter, strimmer, 
rake, wheelbarrow or just you and a pair of gardening gloves) on Saturday 
October 8th and/or November 5th 10am-1pm. Don’t forget there will be 
coffee and delicious cake.  
 

Hopefully see you then.                              Margaret and Anthony Hawks 
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 The  Proclamation      
       for Charles III 
    Kingston Seymour  
      September 2022 
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The Proclamation for George V  June 1911 

Some Visitors to the Pet Church Service 
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Kingston Seymour Historical Society 
Programme 2022 - 2023 

 

 
Membership - £10.00 Visitors £3.00 Junior Visitor £1.50 
(This price includes light refreshments) 
 
For details contact Jane Bell on 01934 877322 and Anne Perrott on 
01934 833888 
 
Meetings take place at Mendip View Farm, Yeo Bank Lane, BS21 6XH  - 
Time -  7.30 for 7.45 
 

Tuesday 27th September  
AGM starting at 7.30 pm until 7.45pm Followed by: 
Speaker: Jane Hill, Community and Heritage Officer at Weston Museum 
“Weston Museum, Past and Present”   

  
Tuesday 25th October - Speaker: Jane Bell  
“Kingston Seymour to Berrycreek- Berrycreek to Kingston Seymour” - 
Jane will be following Louise Kingcott’s emigration to Western Canada in 
1922 and the family’s eventual return to Kingston Seymour 

 

Tuesday 29th November - Speaker: Phil Curme 
“Fooling the Luftwaffe: Decoy sites in North Somerset” 

 

 No Meeting in December 

 

Tuesday January 31st  - Speaker: Garry Gowans 

“The Stately Homes of Roman Britain” – a reconstruction of life in the 

most elaborate Roman villas, including Fishbourne, Bignor, Lullingstone, 
Cheddar and Gatcombe, (just two miles south of Bristol) 

 

Tuesday 28th February - Speaker: Clive Brain 
“ Pyronaut and the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Pageant” - Pyronaut is a 
vintage Fire-boat based in Bristol’s Harbourside. 
 
Tuesday 28th March -  Speaker: Clive Burlton - Title of Talk to be 
announced. Clive is a World War One specialist and an archivist for the 
Bristol based BBC 
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June Gallagher 
 

I am sure many people in the village will 
remember June who, with her family, lived 
in Barberry Farm and was such an active 
member of our community for many years.  
Sadly she passed away at the end of July.  
  

“We had a long (28 years) and memorable 
relationship with Kingston Seymour and 
the lovely people we shared it with. June 
was a very active member of the 
community and had many fond memories 
of bringing up our family in the village. We 
were both very happy with this period in our 
lives. “   John Gallagher” 
 

I know she was a founder remember of the 
Young Wives Group and an important part 
of the annual village dramatic productions.  
Here June is playing Old Ma Treacle in Bad 
Day at Black Frog Creek in 1989.  I 
remember her being always a real 
presence on the stage.   
 

I know we all missed June and John when they left the village for the 
sunshine of Portugal. 
 
 

Kingston Seymour Parish Council 
 
In the last magazine we were celebrating how wonderful the Platinum 
Jubilee celebrations had been for Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II and 
now we’ve been through the loss of Her Majesty and the proclamation 
of His Majesty King Charles III.  
 

The Parish Council met on the day before the loss of Her Majesty, our 
news pales into insignificance by comparison to these recent national 
events, but our community goes on. 
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We were joined at the meeting by our local constable, PC Rochford, and 
whilst he and his team are doing everything they can to be as visible in 
our area as possible – e.g. he can now do his emails whilst out and 
about in the patrol car (not whilst moving of course!) rather than in an 
office – he did warn that with the darker evenings, there is a propensity 
for thefts from outbuildings to increase so please check your security 
arrangements. 
 

He also encouraged all of us to report suspicious activity which may be 
linked to hare coursing or other rural crimes as these are sometimes the 
“tip of the iceberg” of criminal activity.  It is important that any such 
information or suspicion is recorded to help build an overall picture for 
the area and thus focus Police action where appropriate.  Use 101 for 
suspicions and 999 of course if a crime is in progress. 
 

Pier to Pier Route 
 
Turning to this saga, progress is being made and most of the stone for 
foundations has been shipped in.  The piling people have experienced 
some problems including equipment malfunction and unacceptably poor 
loads of concrete so there are more delays.  Target opening remains a 
fairly loose “Easter 2023”. 
 

In the next few weeks the Parish Council should receive proposals 
about the signage that is to be erected along the lanes from Yeo Bank 
out to Lower Strode to help keep the lanes as safe as possible.  As 
soon as we have something, we will share this with you. 
 

Other works around the Village 
 
We are pushing NSC to do some resurfacing in Yew Tree Lane but 
have so far been unsuccessful in getting this onto their overall priorities 
list.  We continue!  We’ve also highlighted the parlous state of the 
railings at New Cut Bow!   
 

We have asked for refreshed quotations for work on some other 
sections of village railings and we have been looking at the bus shelter 
to formulate a plan to give it some much needed TLC.  We will start to 
enact these steps shortly. 
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Our annual - funded - hedge and verge cut should have taken place by 
the time you read this and this should make our lanes as safe as they 
can be over the autumn and winter. 
 

Public Rights of Way 
You may have seen that NSC have launched a consultation on PROWs 
in the district and you are free to comment on this as individuals – just 
go to the NSC website for more.  Councillor Cole will be responding on 
behalf of the Parish Council. 
 

The passageway under the M5 which links two of our existing footpaths 
has – at our request - been cleared by Highways England. 
 

Finance and Admin 
 
We have just over £17k in all of the Parish accounts at the moment but 
other than my salary cheque there have been no pay-outs above £100 
since the last meeting.  At the meeting, we also reviewed and updated 
the Parish Council’s Standing Orders and I pitched in some draft dates 
for 2023 meetings that Councillors are considering. 
 

Whilst talking of 2023, it will be an election year in the Parish – voting 
takes place in May – and if you are interested in taking a turn 
representing your fellow citizens on the Parish Council, please contact 
me and I’ll send you some information for you to consider.  The Council 
“terms” are 4 years and your current Councillors have of course had 
about half of theirs significantly affected by COVID! 
  

The minutes of all of the Council’s meetings – together with other 
community news and information – is carried on our website 
www.kingstonseymour.org.uk so please make that a “favourite” and dip 
in for a look from time to time! 
 

Please contact one of your Councillors or me if you have any 
comments, questions or would like more information about the work of 
our Parish Council.   
 

Steve Dixon, Parish Clerk 
 
Email: kingstonseymourpc@gmail.com 
Website: www.kingstonseymour.org.uk                         
Phone: 07902 798 162 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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A Message Yatton Rotary Club 
 
This is a SHOUT OUT to all locally connected Charity or Activity Club Members 
 

- Immediate fund raising results for YOUR Good Cause - the Rotary Club 
of Yatton and District are hosting a Saturday Evening of Light Music 
peppered with Communal Singing & Fun, with a delicious & uniquely 
flavoured Ice Cream interval. 

- This not-to-be-missed event will be in Congresbury on Sat 26th November 
and features the highly professional Weston Light Orchestra and a mouth 
watering, intriguing Bo Bom Gelato Interval (Google for more info) 

- The aim of the evening is to enjoy, have fun and raise immediate money 
for your locally connected favouite charity, club etc – all you have to do is 
pre-book tickets and turn up with friends ……intrigued? Interested? – to 
get an Info & FAQ sheet please send an email  headed ‘Sat 26th Nov’ to 
‘tony@AWWandco.com’ 
 

- Many thanks Tony ‘Scoop’ Watkins for Rotary-Yatton 
 

Rusty Brains Welcome! 

 

Interested in art history, literature, history, crafts, music, philosophy….? Want to 
get learning again? Meet new friends? 
 Look no further than Clevedon Adult Study Association (CASA), which promotes 
lifelong learning for fun. Our experienced and knowledgeable tutors deliver 
courses and day schools for everyone, all reasonably priced. 
 Please have a look at our website for the autumn programme! 
 www.casaclevedon.org.uk 

                   Pauline Trapp, CASA 
 

Yatton Local History Society 
 

Tuesday October 4th 7 30pm Yatton Methodist Church 
There will be a talk on the Wrington Vale Light Railway by Stephen  
 Contact yattonlocalhistorysoc@gmail.com for more details 
 
Yatton Local History Society: new book autumn  publication 2022 
We are hoping to publish a book of articles about Yatton and surrounding villages 
in the autumn hopefully at the October 4th meeting. 
 

http://www.casaclevedon.org.uk/
mailto:yattonlocalhistorysoc@gmail.com
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There will be a wide range of articles varying from the development of Yatton to 
famous people in the area and development of local societies over the years 
amongst other items.  
 

Sarah Fraser the Marketing and Communications Co-ordinator of the 
Ageing Well and Falls Prevention Service has asked me to share this 
press release with you all. 
 

Fall-Proof   Age UK Somerset are looking for Community Champions to 

spread the word about Fall-Proof, Wesport’s falls prevention campaign in North 
Somerset. 
 
If you are passionate about health and wellbeing, involved in community groups 
and could spare a few minutes to share some free resources to help prevent falls 
in your community, then please get in touch. 
 
Age UK Somerset understand that you know your community best and so are 
ideally placed to help break down barriers to better communicate the importance 
of strength and balance exercise in preventing falls. There are free resources 
you can share in your community and an easy to follow guide- it should only take 
a few minutes of your time.  
 
Please get in contact with Michelle in the Falls Prevention service to find out 
more  01823 345614 or fallsprevention@ageuksomerset.org.uk 
 

 

The Yatton Music Society 

 

Saturday, October, 22 
Helen Reid (piano) 7.30pm, St Mary’s Church, Yatton, Tickets £10, details:  
 
The Yatton Music society is delighted to welcome Helen Reid to perform at St 
Mary’s Church for their October concert. Helen is an eminent Bristol based 
pianist and valued tutor as a visiting professor of piano and Bristol University, 
she also leads the professional studies course at the Guildhall School. Helen first 
came to fame as a keyboard finalist in the BBC’s Young Musician of the year 
and subsequently won first prize in the Karic International Piano Competition. 
She has performed recitals across the UK and Europe and given master classes 
at the Dartington Summer School and many of the Nation’s music colleges.  
 
 
Details of the concert can be found on the society’s website www.yms.org.uk or 
contact David Ford daford220@gmail.com, tel, 01934 830255. 

http://www.yms.org.uk/
mailto:daford220@gmail.com
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HARVEST SERVICE AT ALL SAINTS’ 

CHURCH 

Sunday October 2nd 11am 

A fun service for all ages with refreshments 

afterwards including special pizza! 

Our donations this year are going to Clevedon 

Foodbank and Ripple (used to be Send a Cow!) 

Thanking  Sharing  Giving 

PLEASE JOIN US, ALL WELCOME 


